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The Atlantic hurricane season’s first
tropical depression, and potentially the
first tropical storm, could form in a matter
of days, AccuWeather meteorologists say.
The budding storm is expected to slice
across the Florida Peninsula with torrential
rain and produce building seas and rough
surf in the region.
Meteorologists say there is already some
risk that the burgeoning tropical rainstorm, which would be named Alex once it hits the 39-mph
maximum sustained winds threshold for a tropical storm, could cross Florida at the end of this
week and then the northern Bahamas this weekend.
The northwest Caribbean feature, which the National Hurricane Center designated as Invest 91L
on Wednesday, will be the one AccuWeather meteorologists will track as a tropical rainstorm
initially. As the system comes together, a gradual increase in strength to a tropical depression
and eventually a tropical storm is likely.
At this time, AccuWeather meteorologists expect the tropical rainstorm to become a tropical
depression over the southeastern Gulf of Mexico on Friday, prior to reaching the Florida Keys
and the southern part of the Florida Peninsula on Friday night and Saturday.
The system is likely to become a tropical storm while crossing Florida or perhaps just east of
Florida.
As of 2 a.m. EDT Thursday, the National
Hurricane Center estimated an 80 percent
chance that a tropical depression will form
over the next 48 hours, with portions of
western Cuba and southern Florida
expected to be hit with heavy rainfall on
Friday and into Saturday.
As the storm moves into Florida, it will
bring a large swath of torrential rains from
the Keys to the southern and central parts
of the Peninsula.
"There is also the potential for a few tornadoes and waterspouts as the system crosses the
Florida Peninsula or passes just to the south of Florida," AccuWeather Senior Meteorologist
Brett Anderson said.
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Pending Individual Assistance Declaration Request
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Severe Storms, Straight-Line Winds &
Tornadoes
March 22, 2022
Severe Storms, Straight-Line Winds &
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March 30, 2022
Wildfire, Straight-Line Winds & Tornadoes
March 30 – April 5, 2022
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