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Over 50 million people are at risk
of severe weather Thursday, from
the central Gulf Coast through the
Ohio River Valley, while a
"tornado outbreak" is expected
across the South.
The Storm Prediction Center says
there's a high chance of
tornadoes -- a level 5 out of 5 -for parts of the South. That's the
worst and highest forecast
outlook issued for severe storms.
And while it's very rare for the
SPC to issue this kind of outlook -- it's now the second time in a week for the South.
The SPC warns of "several long-track tornadoes, destructive winds and very large hail forecast
from the Lower Mississippi Valley, eastward across parts of the southeast and northward into
the Tennessee and Ohio Valleys."
Some of the widespread winds will be "hurricane force," the SPC said, while some areas can see
hail that is "baseball size."
More than a million people are under the high threat for tornadoes, including in cities like
Decatur and Madison in Alabama and Florence in Mississippi.
More than seven million people are in areas with moderate threat for tornadoes -- a level 4 out
of 5 -- and those include Memphis and Nashville in Tennessee, Birmingham and Huntsville in
Alabama and Jackson, Mississippi.
And it's not just tornadoes: more than six million people were under a flash flood watch early
Thursday spanning parts of Tennessee, Alabama, Georgia and North Carolina. Rainfall of up to
four inches is expected in the region, with some areas seeing higher amounts.
Into the overnight hours of Thursday, the storms are expected to evolve into a line as it tracks
into parts of Alabama and Georgia.
By Friday, most of the South should dry out except for parts of Georgia and the Carolinas, where
weakening showers and isolated thunderstorms could linger.
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